HUM 102: CULTURAL ENCOUNTERS
Spring 2013-2014
	Week
	Date
	TOPIC/Lecture
	READING ASSIGNMENT
	FILMS

	1
	February 17

	Introduction
	class policy
	

	
	
	
I. Reason and Its Discontents

	
	

	
	February 19

	Skepticism and Certainty: On the Subject of Modern Science
	Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy:  I and II
	

	2
	February 24

	Freud/Descartes: Two Models of the Self
	Sigmund Freud, “On the Difficulties of Psycho-Analysis”
	

	
	February 26

	Perspective and the Subject of Reason
	
	

	3
	March 3

	Otherness and Critique: Limits of Self
	Montaigne, “On Cannibals”
	

	
	
	
II. The Question of Politics

	
	

	
	March 5

	The Expanding World: Discovery, Reason, and Imagination
	
Thomas More, Utopia, Book II
	

	4
	March 10

	
Dystopian Visions
	
	Required film screening: Children of Men (2006) by Alfonso Cuarón

	
	March 12

	Analysis of Power, Analysis of Contingency
	Machiavelli, The Prince, chapters 1,2,3,6,7,15,25,26
	

	5
	March 17

	Staging Power:  Machiavelli and MacBeth
	William Shakespeare, MacBeth (selections)
	

	
	March 19

	Seeing and Representing 'them' and 'us'
	Evliya Çelebi, Seyahatname  (selections)
	

	6
	March 24

	Sovereign and Subject
	Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (selection)
	

	
	
	
III. History and Revolution

	
	

	
	March 26

	Enlightenment and Revolution: Copernicus to Kant
	Immanuel Kant, “What is Enlightenment”
	

	7
	March 31

	Revolution and Enlightenment Art
	Jean-Jacques Rousseau (selections)
	

	
	April 2

	Nature and Technology
	Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, Preface and Vol. II: Chapters III-IX
	

	8
	April 7

	
Human and Machine
	
	Required film screening: Blade Runner (1982) by Ridley Scott

	
	April 9

	The Ruins and Rise of History

	
	

	9
	April 14

	History and the Proletariat
	Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto, Parts I and II
	

	
	April 16

	The Commodity Era
	
	

	
	
(Mon. 21- Fri. 25 Spring break)
	
IV. Versions of Modernism

	
	

	10
	April 28

	The Poetic Subject and the City
	Charles Baudelaire (selected poems and prose-poems)
	

	
	April 30 

	Policing the City
	Arthur Conan Doyle,
“A Scandal in Bohemia”
	

	11
	May 5

	Cosmology
	Sigmund Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents (selection)
	

	
	May 7

	Evolution
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Sigmund Freud, Psychopathology of Everyday Life (selection)
	

	12
	May 12

	Futurism
	selected texts
	

	
	
May 14

	
Technology and Cinema: Metropolis
	
	Required film screening: Metropolis (1927) by Fritz Lang

	13
	May 19
Holiday
	
	
	

	
	May 21

	The Modernist Mind
	Virginia Woolf, “The Mark on the Wall”
	





