DRA 401: AMERICAN  DRAMA
Instructor: ASLI TEKINAY
Office: TB 425
Office hours: T 3, Th  4 5 (and by appointment)


Course Objectives

· To situate the American theater history of the twentieth century within modern American cultural history.
· To explore the ways in which twentieth century American theatre has contributed to the construction and deconstruction of an American identity.
· To locate key American plays within western dramatic traditions.

Class policy:
· Attendance to class is required. 
          Students are expected to come to class having read the assigned      
           play for the day.

· There will be five pop quizzes, five response papers and final exam in the form of a take-home. 
5 quizzes : 25% (no make-ups)
5 response papers: 35% (no late submission)
(Response papers will be written on the plays marked by three red asterixes below. 1000 words/ double-spaced / 14 font Times New Roman/ MLA documentation)
Class participation: 10%
Final exam / paper: 30 %






Textbook:
There is no hard-copy textbook for the course. All dramatic texts are uploaded to google-drive to be viewed by students registered to the course.  

TEXTS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Pioneering Feminism: Trifles (1916) September 20-22
[Susan Glaspbell]

The Legacy of the Harlem Renaissance: Mulatto (1935) September 27-29
[Langstan Hughes] 

The Realistic Vein: ***Long Day’s Journey into Night (1940) October 4-6
[Eugene O’Neill]

Southern Themes: A Streetcar Named Desire (1947) October 11-13
[Tennessee Williams]

The Expressionistic Vein:*** Death of a Salesman (1949) October 18-20
[Arthur Miller]

Re-evaluating the Absurd: The Zoo Story (1960) : October 25
[Edward Albee] 

New Realism: Sticks and Bones (1971) : November 1
[David Rabe]

The Buried Child (1978) : November 3 - 8
[Sam Shepard]

Feminist Voices: Getting Out (1978) : Nov. 10 -15
[Marsha Norman]

Crimes of the Heart (1980) Nov. 17 -22
 [Beth Henley]

African American  Issues of Race: 
***The Piano Lesson (1987) : Nov. 29
[August Wilson]



 Dutchman ( 1964) : Dec. 1
[Amiri Baraka]

Wine in the Wilderness (1969) : Dec. 6
[Alice Childress]

for colored girls… (1976) : Dec. 8
[Ntozake Shange]

Documentary Drama: ***Twilight Los Angeles (1994) : Dec. 13
[Anna Deavere Smith]

Queer Currents: Love! Valor! Compassion!  (1994) : Dec.15
[Terrence McNally]
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
***Angels in America (1993)
[Tony Kushner]
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